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Mountain Park Swim Team 
SHARK-A-THON INFO SHEET 

 
 
DATE:  Friday, May 31,  2019 
TIME:   REGULARLY SCHEDULED PRACTICE TIMES 

 
 
 
What is a Shark-A-Thon? 
Shark-A-Thon is  a fundraiser that goes towards the Mountain Park Swim Team. Participants earn 
money for their team by swimming lengths of the pool. Swimmers have 45 minutes to swim a 
maximum of 100 lengths. Participants get pledges from businesses, family, neighbors, etc., prior 
to swimming.  Some choose to get pledges and money prior to swimming while others get pledges 
per length and collect the money following the Shark-A-Thon. With over 500 swim fund 
raisers  conducted each year nationwide, this program has proven itself repeatedly as a successful 
method of raising funds for teams. 

 

 

What is the time commitment? 
The Shark-A-Thon takes place during regularly scheduled practice times.  Please arrive for 
practice that day 10 minutes early to allow for your swimmer to turn in their pledge form to 
the counter at their assigned lane. 

 

 

Shark-A-Thon PRIZES! 
Shark-A-Thon prizes will be awarded for most money raised (one swimmer for the team), the 
swimmer with most laps completed per age group (6 & under, 7 / 8 ,  9/10, 11/12, 13/14, and 
15 & over).  Participation prizes will also be given to all swimmers, who participate in the fund 
raiser.  

 
 

Parents Information: 
Please plan on supporting your swimmer(s) by counting laps (pool lengths) during their swim.  
We will need 4-8 lap counters for each practice session. Coaches will be present on deck during 
the Shark-A-Thon to monitor swimmers’ abilities. The swimmers’ safety is of primary concern.   
The swimmers will be encouraged to take as many rest breaks as they need.  Please bring drinking 
water just as you would for regular practice. Please remember that your swimmer can only swim 
during their assigned practice time.  Please arrive for practice that day 10 minutes early to 
allow for your swimmer to turn in their pledge form to the counter at their assigned lane.  
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Shark-A-Thon Pledge Forms 
Pledge forms are provided as a separate file. Information sheet and pledge forms will be available on 
our website for download. The forms have a grid, which explains how much a sponsor can expect to 
pay given their pledge amount and the number of total laps swum. Sponsors can pledge an 
amount per lap (one length of the pool) and they can also set a maximum amount. 

 

 

How do I get Pledges? 
Pledges may be collected from family, friends, teachers, neighbors, business associates, etc.  
After you collect your money the total amount can be turned in by c a s h  o r  m o n e y  o r d e r  
made payable to MPST (“shark-a-thon” in the memo of money order). This makes it easier for 
the organizers of the Shark-A-Thon. We also suggest, if possible, collect your money at the time 
of the pledge. 

 

 

How long do we have to raise money? 
You can start now to obtain pledges from friends, family members and businesses. Ask your 
dentist, ask your neighbors and ask your family members to sponsor you for the Shark-A-Thon. 
Some parents take the pledge form to work and ask their co-workers or place the pledge form 
on a bulletin board. You can ask for a flat dollar amount or a per- length pledge, it’s up to you. 
All monies need to be collected and turned in by Friday, June 7, 2019, payable to MPST (“shark-
a-thon” in the memo of money order). 

 

 

How much money should we raise? 
A recommended goal for each family or individual on Mountain Park Swim Team is to raise 
$100.00. A swimmer can usually complete about 50 laps in an hour (less for young swimmers, 
more for older, more experienced swimmers).  Suggested pledge is in the range of 10 to 25 
cents per lap for most swimmers. It is important that every team member participate! A team 
effort is needed by everyone to accomplish our goal. Please remember these pledges will 

significantly help our team.  “GO SHARKS” 
 

 

When and where do we turn in the money? 
We will be collecting money until Friday, June 7, 2019.  All Shark-A-Thon pledges and 
monies after the event need to be turned in to the MPST front desk. 

 


